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WASHINGTON — The Nixon adminis- 
tration was advisee! by the Central In- 
.tclfigence Agency in 19C9 that it could imme- 
diately withdraw from Vietnam and “all of 
Southeast Asia would remain just as it is at 
least for another generation.” 

■ .Government documents revealed Friday 
that the CIA oftcred the following prediction 
of what would happen if President Nixon, at 
the start of his administration, had pulled all 
U.S. troops out of Vietnam and opened the 
way to a possible Viet Cong Jake-over of the 
1 Saigon government: . • 
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“Retaliatory measures which the Nortn 

might' take' in Laos and South - Viet- heels of Lon Nol’s overthrow of Sihanouk 
nam,” the CJA declared, “might make it in- the man the CIA predicted would retain now' 1 
crcasingly difficult for the U.S. to regard its er if the United States left Southeast Asia ' 
objectives as attainable by limited means. . The United States did not leave and Sihanouk 
Thus, difficulties of comprehension .might in- fell. In some' quarters, his overthrow has been 
crease on both sides as scale of action • ascribed to the CIA - 

mounted." ... ' in Laos, the United States has continued 

Former President Lyndon- B. Johnson re- ^tensive bombing raids both, along the Ho 
jeeted the CIA’s advice and started sustained - Chi Minh infiltration routes in the southern 
bombing in February, 1965. part of the country and in north Laos near tire 

Plnin rif Toro 


Similarly, President Nixon disregarded the 
CIA estimate in 19G9 and decided on a slow 


Plain of Jars. 

_ The north Laos operations — bombing and 

“We would lose Laos immediately. Siha- withdrawal, an expansion of the war. into retention of' iicu-tr'-aHst 11 ^^-^ t0 

nouk would preserve Cambodia bv a strad- Cambodia and Laos and a partial revival of tiaue the canital * ' ° C IU Uon ' 
dling effort. All of Southeast Asia would remain.' the bombing of North Vietnam. The government documents disclosed to 

just as it is at leas, for another generation. On several occasions since coming to office, The Sun-Times .by a number of reliable 
. “Thailand, in particular, would continue to Mr. Nixon lias referred to immediate, total sources, show the CIA consistently reported 
maintain dose relations -with the U.S. and U.S. withdrawal from Southeast Asia as “pre- that the bombing of North Vietnam was not 


would simply take aid from both sides to pre- 
serve its independence. 

“North Vietnam would consume itself in 
Laos and South Vietnam. Oni j Laos would 
definitely follow into the Communist orbit." 

In totally rejecting the so-called domino, 
theory on which U.S. policy was based in the 
, Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson adminis- 
J trations, the CIA took a position consistent 
with a long line of estimates dating back to 
the original U.S. involvement in 195=1. 

I For example, the documents show that on 
\)}A&y 25, 390=1, the CIA declared in a National 
Intelligence Estimate that the United States 
would “retain considerable leverage in South- 


maintain dose relations -with the U.S. and U.S. withdrawal from Southeast Asia as "pre- that the bombin" of North Vietnam was not 
would seek additional support.' Simulta- cipilatc" and the equivalent of “our defeat effective, either Tn milbary or political terms 
ncously, Thailand would make overtures and and humiliation.” . The CIA’s estimates, the documents also re- 

move toward China and the Soviet Union. It In various ways, he has signaled an in- veal, provided the basis 'for former Defense 

tention to preserve non-Conmumist govern- Sec. Clark Clifford’s silent campaign to get 
merits in South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, the bombing stopped in IS33. ° . 


Instead of pulling out of Vietnam rapidly, 
Mr. Nixon has withdrawn gradually, to give 
the South Vietnamese a “reasonable chance” 
to maintain their present government. . 

U.S. troop levels were at 5-10,000 when Mr. 


The CIA’s Office of National Estimates ad- 
vanced the case against the bombing in 19G5 
despite C.IA Director John A. McCone’s ad-\ 
vice that U.S. planes “hit them harder, more 
frequently, and inflict greater damage.” ' ‘ 

In an April 2, - 1065, memo to Sec. of State 


Nixon took office. They are scheduled to bo- In an A P ri! 2 -. ls65 . memo to Sec. of State 
down to IS!, COO by Dec. 1, close to the end of ):)ean Rus ' : > While IiouSc adviser McGeorge 
Mr. Nixon's third year in office. The Presi- ‘Bundy and Ambassador Maxwell D. Taylor, 

dent hns nnf c-nfrl u.-Tv-m if Awm- _ . it o McCollC a IT.! U 0(1 that Mr. Johnsnn’c: Hoptc-ir.n 


- “ IJiV. i .. - *'• - “J I 

dent lias not said when — if ever -- U.S. Mt k-one argued that Mr. Johnson’s decision 
forces will be completely gone from Vietnam. P rev * 0lls day to commit U.S. troops to 
Meanwhile, Mr. Nixon stoutly denied that comba f would: work only “if our air strikes 
the invasions of Cambodia in 1969 and j,aos in a S a ' nKt i tbe north are sufficiently heavy and 
1970 constituted expansions of the war or damaging really to hurt the North Vielnam- 

\vp rp nvf-n rfUntnd In imlii innl CSe.” 


He warned that a slow escalation of the 
bombing would open the U.S. government to 
“increasing pressure” from the press and 


' were even related to political conditions in ese -” ' 

ixOnert .McNamara s douots in 1S0G on cs- . those countries. ' - He warned that a slow escalation of the 

cabling. the. war revealed, Page 0., ' jn 1969, U.S. troops joined South. Vietnam- bombill S would open the U.S. government to 

cse f 0rces j n the invasion, while the Laos in- “increasing pressure” from the press and 
cart Ash kvim If ‘t one ,n,i C„, „ : cursion was conducted by Vietnamese ground • P ubl M opinion to stop the raids. 

forces supported by U.s! planes and hclicop- 'Then, McCone concluded: “We will find 
TnMrrT ' vl Vietnamese contiol. tors. - 1 ourselves mired down in combat in the iumde 

'its pessimistic assessment 'oMhe^va’ue- of Mr - Nixon defended both actions as efforts in a military effort that we cannot win,' and 
launching a bombino campabm against North t0 Specd t,ie '“ end of lhc war ” in South- Viet- from which we will have extreme difficulty in 

likely to break Hanoi's toil! anil carried the “ ’S “ ““ "I - 

■ danger of escalating the war into a direct mu m at chmactei of the governments of Laos 

confrontation with Communist China and the . . . T , ... 

Soviet Union. ... Ihoiehasbcenaniassivejnfusionofmili- 

r — ’ tary and economic aid to the anti-Communist 

regime of Lon Nol in Cambodia, and U.S. air 
’ 1 power continues to support South Vietnamese 

and Cambodian army combat . ooevations • 
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The -Cambodian operations began on the ... 
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This story is derived .entirely from information distrib- 
uted by United Press International and Associated Press. 


The Chicago Sun-Times says 
in an article today that the 
Nixon administration was told 
by the Central . Intelligence. 
Agency in 3969 that it could 
immediately withdraw from 
Vietnam and “all of Southeast 
Asia would remain just as it 
is at least for another' gem 
oration.” 

In another article based on 
material from secret govern- 
ment documents, the St. Louis 
l-’ost-Dispateh said yesterday 
that former Defense Secretary 
Hubert S. McNamara told Pres- 
ident Johnson privately' in 1266 
that military, escalation in 
North and South Vietnam was 
not having the desired effect 
■and reported ho saw “no rea- 
sonable way to bring the war 
to an end soon.” 

The Sun-Times, in a copy- 
righted story in Saturday’s edi- 
tions, says the CIA told Mr. 
Nixon at the beginning of his 
administration that withdrawal 
\you!d result, in the immediate 
loss of Laos. 

'•••• The newspaper quotes a CIA 
advisory to the President as 
saying, Prince .“Sihanouk 
would preserve Cambodia by 
a straddling effort. All of 
Southeast Asia would remain 


just as it is at least for another 
generation.-. ' 

“Thailand, in particular,! 
would continue to maintain! 
close relations with the U.S.- 
and would seek additional sup- 
port. Simultaneously, Thai- 
land would make overtures 
and move toward China arid 
the Soviet Union. It would 
jsimply take aid from both 
■sides to preserve its independ- 
ence. - 

“North Vietnam would con- 
, surnc itself in Laos and South 
] Vietnam., Only Laos would 
I definitely follow into the Com- 
Imunist orbit.” 

j Tire CIA 'totally rejected 
“the so-called domino theory 
on which U.S. policy was 
based in the Eisenhower, Ken- 
nedy and Johnson administra- 
tions,” the" Sun-Times says, 
and followed a position con- 
sistent with a long line of esti- 
mates dating back to the origi- 
nal involvement in Vietnam ini 
1954 . "wotsssuss 
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